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ATTACHMENT A 
 

APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CONDUCT MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN AREAS WITHIN THE AUSTRALIAN TERRITORIAL SEA, AUSTRALIAN 

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE, AUSTRALIAN FISHING ZONE AND ON THE 
AUSTRALIAN CONTINENTAL SHELF 

 

Assessment process and disclosure of information 

The purpose of collecting your information is to assess your application for 
PVS to conduct MSR in Australian waters and/or Continental Shelf and/or your 
request for PVS to undertake a port call/s as a public vessel.  Our authority 
for collection of this information is the United Nations Convention on the Law 
of the Sea 1982 (UNCLOS) Part XIII (Articles 238-265).  Australia undertakes its 
obligations under UNCLOS provisions by granting PVS to foreign vessels 
wishing to conduct MSR in Australia’s waters and/or Continental Shelf.  

The Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade (DFAT) in consultation with other 
relevant Australian Government Departments and Agencies including 
Australian State and Territory Government Departments and Agencies 
assesses applications. 

As part of this consultation process, your application and any further material 
that you provide or are requested to provide by DFAT including material 
related to the requirement for any additional permits is disclosed/provided to 
these other departments and agencies for the purpose of assessing and 
processing your application for PVS and any additional permits required or 
conditions imposed.   

In turn, these other departments and agencies exchange and disclose/provide 
information related to your application including material related to the 
requirement for any additional permits with DFAT for the purpose of 
assessing and processing your application for PVS and any additional permits 
required or conditions imposed.   
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APPLICATION FOR CONSENT TO CONDUCT MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH 
IN AREAS WITHIN THE AUSTRALIAN TERRITORIAL SEA, AUSTRALIAN 

EXCLUSIVE ECONOMIC ZONE, AUSTRALIAN FISHING ZONE AND ON THE 
AUSTRALIAN CONTINENTAL SHELF 

 
Please indicate the application type: 
 
 MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH (CATEGORY 1) 

 

 MARINE SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH AND PORT VISIT (CATEGORY 1A) 

 

FOR CATEGORY 1 COMPLETE QUESTIONS 1 TO 10 INCLUSIVE 

FOR CATEGORY 1A COMPLETE QUESTIONS 1TO 11 INCLUSIVE  

1. DATE OF APPLICATION:  
1.1 Date:  

 
2. GENERAL INFORMATION: 

2.1 Voyage/cruise Name and/or 
number: 

 

2.2     Sponsoring institution (include 
name of institution, address and 
name and contact details of 
Director or relevant contact 
person) 

 

2.3     Nationality (flag state):  

2.4 Owner of the vessel (include 
name, address, telephone, fax, 
email address): 

 

 

2.5 Operator of the vessel (include 
name, address, telephone, fax, 
email address): 
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2.6 Scientist in charge of project 
(include name, address, 
telephone, fax, email address) 
Curriculum vitae/resume 
recommended to be included 

 

2.7 Scientist(s) from the Australian 
Government (if applicable) 
involved in planning of the 
project (include name, address, 
telephone, fax, email address) 

 

2.8 Submitting officer (contact 
officer at Embassy/High 
Commission) include name, 
address, telephone, fax, email 
address) 

 

2.9 Include a photograph or line 
drawing of the vessel (A4 size in 
high resolution):  

 

 
3. Description of project (attach additional pages as necessary) 

3.1 A full description of the nature 
and objectives of the project: 

 

3.2 Relevant previous or future   
research cruises:  

 

3.3 Previously published research 
data relating to the project: 

 

3.4 Details of any relationship 
between the proposed marine 
scientific research project and 
an agreement or arrangement 
between Australia and the 
requesting State:   

 

4. PARTICULARS OF METHODS AND MEANS TO BE USED: 
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4.1 Particulars of vessel 

Name of Ship:  

Side Number:  

Type of ship (include ship designator 
for eg. DDG): 

 

Length overall: 

 

 

Beam: 

 

 

Draft: 

 

 

Displacement: 

 

 

Masthead height: 

 

 

Ports to visit in Australia including 
ETA and ETD: 

 

Type of visit (see note 1 below) – 
please provide reason/s for visit. 

 

Name and Rank of Commanding 
Officer: 

 

Officers Borne:  

Other Ranks Borne:  

Non-service Borne: 
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All individual discrete radio 
frequencies intending to be used 
and maximum output and emission 
designator (see note 2 below): 

 

 

All radars and frequencies and 
maximum output (see note 2 below): 

 

 

Details of TACAN/DME, IMARSAT if 
fitted: 

 

 

Embarked aircraft:  

 

 

i. Rotary-Wing (YES/NO): 

 

 

ii. Fixed Wing (YES/NO): 

 

 

iii. Any spectrum required 
for the above, if YES (see 
note 2 below): 

 

 

iv. Please indicate whether 
flying operations are 
planned in vicinity of the 
ship during the visit: 

 

 

Last port of call prior to entering 
Australian waters: 
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Notes 

1. Type of Visit (please include details of the reason for the visit) 

Formal visits are those visits that require special honours and ceremonies to 
be rendered.  These are normally made when ships are participating in 
national ceremonies or on other special occasions usually at the request of the 
host government. 

Informal visits are those visits that involve participation in local ceremonies 
in which formalities are normally restricted to customary salutes and 
exchange of calls. 

Operational visits are those which are made primarily for logistic purposes, 
recreation, combined exercises or in connection with operational tasks. Please 
include operation name or exercise name if known. 

2. Frequency Clearance 

To provide frequency clearances for visiting warships and similar vessels to 
Australian Ports, Defence requires details of individual frequencies required to 
support intended port visits by the relevant foreign warship or government 
vessel. 

Often a request will not list the individual HF, VHF, UHF or Radar frequencies 
but will instead list ‘blanket’ type spectrum (i.e., a range), for example 2.0 to 
30 MHz. Defence is not able to provide approval to a request of this nature. 

To enable frequency clearance approval or denial advice to be provided 
individual frequencies must be advised.  

All requests for a diplomatic clearance must include individual discrete 
frequencies for radio and radar intended to be used during the proposed visit. 
Without this information Defence will not be in a position to provide the 
necessary diplomatic clearance. 
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4.2 Particulars of methods and scientific instruments: 

Particulars of methods and scientific instruments 

Type of samples and 

data 

Methods and means to 
be used 

Instruments to be used 
including any 
submersibles 

   

   

   

   

  

4.3 Indicate whether 
harmful/hazardous substances 
including radioactive substances 
will be used and/or are on-board 
the vessel, if so, please advise 
details on these substances, how 
these will be used and stored on-
board the vessel: 

 

4.4 Indicate details of any proposed 
collecting; sampling, coring, 
drilling, chemicals, or other 
manipulation on the Australian 
continental shelf or in Australian 
waters will be carried out: 

 

 

4.5 Indicate whether explosives will be 
used including the type of 
explosives and provision for their 
storage on-board the vessel: 
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4.6 Indicate whether proposed 
activities may have a significant 
impact on the environment: 

 

4.7 Indicate whether proposed 
activities may have an impact on a 
protected species: 

 

4.8 Indicate whether proposed 
activities will be undertaken in 
Marine Protected Areas: 

 

4.9 Indicate whether proposed 
activities will include accessing 
biological resources: 

 

4.10 Indicate whether your proposed 
activities will include MSR 
(including passage other than 
through recognised shipping 
channels) within the Great Barrier 
Reef Marine Park: 

 

4.11 Indicate whether your proposed 
activities will include the erection 
of scientific research installations 
within the Great Barrier Reef Marine 
Park: 

 

4.12 Indicate whether your proposed 
activities will include MSR within 
the Heard Island and the McDonald 
Islands Marine Reserve: 

 

4.13 Indicate whether you will be 
loading and dumping of waste and 
other matter in Australian waters: 
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5. INSTALLATIONS AND EQUIPMENT 

5.1 Details of the proposed 
deployment of installations 
and equipment and plans for 
their removal (including dates 
of laying, servicing and 
recovery/removal; exact 
locations and depth):  

 

6. GEOGRAPHICAL AREAS 

6.1 Indicate geographical areas in 
which the project is to be conducted 
(with reference in latitude and 
longitude): 

 

6.2 Attach chart(s)/map(s) at an 
appropriate scale and in high-
resolution in A4 size showing 
the proposed itinerary, 
geographical areas of the 
intended work and, as far as 
possible, the positions of 
intended stations, the tracks 
of survey lines and the 
locations of installations and 
equipment:  

 

 

7. DATES 

7.1 Expected dates of first entry into 
and final departure from the 
research area of the research 
vessel: 

 

7.2 Indicate if multiple entry is 
expected: 
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8. PARTICIPATION 

8.1 Extent to which Australia will be 
enabled to participate or to be 
represented in the research project.  
(The opportunity is to be provided 
for Australian scientists, agencies or 
institutions to participate in the 
marine scientific research project 
and Australian scientists, agencies 
or institutions should be allowed to 
board the vessel and inspect the 
marine scientific research equipment 
carried): 

 

8.2 Proposed dates and ports for 
embarkation/disembarkation: 

 

 

9. ACCESS TO DATA, SAMPLES AND RESEARCH RESULTS 

9.1 Expected dates of submission to 
Australia of preliminary reports 
which should include the expected 
dates of submission of the final 
results: 

 

9.2 Proposed means for access and 
provision to Australia of data and 
their format and lodgement of 
samples of all materials and 
species collected: 

 

9.3 Proposed means to provide 
Australia with assessment of data, 
samples and research results 
including those relating to 
bathymetric, sub-bottom profiling 
and other geophysical studies or 
provide assistance in their 
assessment or interpretation: 

 

9.4 Details of the proposed means of 
sharing the benefits (including 

 



Department of Foreign Affairs & Trade, Australia 
Attachment A - Application for consent to conduct marine scientific 

research in areas within the Australian territorial sea, Australian 
exclusive economic zone, Australian fishing zone and on the Australian 

continental shelf 

11 

 

Version 2 – January 2018 

financial benefits) whether 
immediate or in the longer terms 
from the commercial development 
of new products and processes 
derived from the discovery of 
natural resources in Australian 
waters and Australian Continental 
Shelf: 

9.5 Proposed means of making 
research results internationally 
available: 

 

 

10. CREW DETAILS 

10.1 A declaration by the relevant 
diplomatic mission that a Maritime 
Crew Visa (MCV) is held by crew or 
applications for a MCV have been 
lodged.   

 

  

11. ADDITIONAL INFORMATION REQUIRED FOR CATEGORY 1A & 2 
APPLICATIONS ONLY:  

11.1 PORT CALLS 

Dates and names of intended port calls for 
embarkation/disembarkation or landings 
in Australia or its territories (including 
proposed dates of arrival/entry and 
departure for each port call/landing): 

Any special logistical requirements at 
port(s) of call: 

 

Shipping Agent details (if available) 
(include name of shipping agency, contact 
person, address, telephone, fax, email 
address): 
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Itinerary of visit to intended port(s) or any 
other landing envisaged/proposed in 
Australia and/or its territories 

 

 

11.2 METHOD AND CAPABILITY OF COMMUNICATION 

Provide details of actual radio 
frequencies proposed to be used while 
the vessel is in port(s): 

 

 

 

11.3 CREW DETAILS INCLUDING SCIENTIFIC PERSONNEL 

Complete Crew Report issued by 
Australian Customs and Border 
Protection Service (Attachment B) for all 
crew including scientific personnel on-
board.  This form is the preferred format 
accepted by Australian Customs and 
Border Protection and Australian 
Department of Immigration and 
Citizenship.   

 

 

Please note for crew or scientific officers who are flying into Australia 
to join their vessel must (apart from a valid MCV) also have a visa that 
is valid for air travel 

 

11.4 GENERAL INFORMATION 

Names of any scientific organisations or 
personnel to be contacted in Australia: 
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